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had the unique experience of twice becoming a legend and a
symbol. He had been the symbol of Germany's war effort; he
was now the incarnation of Germany's peace effort with an
authority over the minds and hearts of his countrymen which
was almost unlimited. To the little group that surrounded him
it seemed in the national interest that that authority should within
its constitutional limits be exercised to the full. It had already
been exercised unchallenged when., on the resignation of the
minister of defence who had incurred the wrath of the Left
by his encouragement of "militarism and monarchism," the
President, acting on the advice of his little circle of counsellors,
had claimed the right of appointment in virtue of his position
as commander-in-chief and had nominated his old quartermaster-
general, Groener. The fact that Groener by his record was per-
sonally welcome to the Left caused the significance of the method
of his appointment to be ignored, and the way was thereby opened
for still farther assertion of the presidential prerogatives. The
President now intervened to save the ministry. He made his view
known that he would regard the break-up of the Right coalition
as detrimental to the national interests and instructed the chan-
cellor to postpone a fortuitous cause of difference until at least
the primary legislative work before the Reichstag was accom-
plished, in other words to drop the education bill and organize
for the general election which was constitutionally due in May.
The government was willing enough; the party committees were
not, because unfortunately the parties for once had got out of
hand and insisted that the education issue should be settled now.
In the committee the bill was defeated. The defeat meant that
the coalition was at an end. The most that could be done was
for the cabinet to make a concession to the President, refuse to
resign and carry on until the dissolution.
But to all intents and purposes it had resigned and technically
on account of a government defeat in parliament. There was
nothing strange in the fact that, a party to it having revolted,
the coalition was at an end. But there was certainly something
strange in so complete a divorcement of government from par-
liament that a coalition cabinet should proceed with a bill on

